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PARMA HEIGHTS AWARDED  
TWO GRANTS TOTALING $20,000 

 
 
Parma Heights – The month of March has come in like a lion financially for the City of Parma 
Heights as the municipality was awarded two competitive grants totaling $20,000: a Recycling 
Awareness Grant in the amount of $5,000 and a $15,000 Project Clean Lake Grant. 
 
“I believe we must be ever-vigilant to take advantage of every funding opportunity.  The awarding of 
these grants is a testament to our town’s commitment and flexibility in looking for new funding and 
our continuing vigilance to secure all funding available,” said Mayor Michael P. Byrne. 
 
This is the 12th consecutive year the city has been awarded the Recycling Awareness Grant from the 
Cuyahoga County Solid Waste Management District.  “This year’s grant monies will be used to cover 
several items: the cost of the city’s three scheduled Shred Events, the purchase of an outdoor/indoor 
recycling bin for the Greenbrier Commons, the purchase of a compost bin for the Community Garden 
also located in the Commons, the cost of a mailer to be sent to all residences with information on the 
2013 Special Waste Collection Events and, finally, the cost of lawn/leaf recycle bags to be given to 
residents at those events,” explained Michelle Teresi, Recycling Coordinator for the city.  No match in 
funding is required from the city. 
 
The Project Clean Lake Grant, funded with Great Lakes Restoration Initiative monies through the 
USDA Forest Service and administered by the ODNR Division of Forestry, will help to fund the 
replacement, depending upon cost, of between 80 to 120 of the nearly 200 trees lost citywide to the 
Emerald Ash Borer and other causes.  “The city won the grant with the assistance of the Cleveland 
Metroparks,” explained Director of Community and Economic Development Joseph E. Sebes, “Based 
on a Tree Canopy Assessment completed by the Metroparks in 2011, the trees will be replaced in areas 
throughout   the northern half of the city.”  The Project Clean Lake Grant, which requires a fifty 
percent match from the city, is part of a larger Tree Canopy Restoration Project that encompasses the 
entire Big Creek Watershed. 
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