
“WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU” 

PARMA HEIGHTS LIBRARY MEETING 

 

The Cuyahoga County Public Library is holding a meeting in the Parma Heights Council 

Chambers on Thursday, October 7, at 7:00 p.m. to discuss the relocation of the Parma Heights 

branch.   

 

The City of Parma Heights was the first municipality in Ohio to pass a bond issue specifically for 

the construction of a library. This was done because, although the need was great, the library was 

“unable to incur the expense of construction a library,” according to Heritage II.   That sounds 

simple enough but the story behind the scenes is much more involved. 

 

“In 1960, the residents passed a $150,000 Bond Issue to construct a library in Parma Heights.   

Selling the bonds to provide the financing to construct the library required even more innovation. 

A change in the State Statutes at that time did not allow a City to own or operate a library.  In 

order to avoid this pitfall, Mayor Cassidy convinced the Library Board to accept the building on 

a lease basis; providing that the County Library operate our branch library….but because this 

unique arrangement was so new, Bond counsel would not approve the construction bonds for 

public sale.  This final hurdle was over come when the Mayor convinced the Boards of our own 

Pension Funds to purchase the bonds as an investment.” (excerpt from Heritage II) 

 

The entire process took nearly two years and forged new legal ground.   

 

The Parma Heights Library is not just a building; it is a part of our history and the history of the 

State of Ohio.  

 


