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Local landmark 

Yorktown Lanes is 

better than ever 

after being hit by a fire.

Restoring
History

     In my State of the City address delivered earlier this 
year, I stated that I believe in the “building by building, 
block by block, street by street approach” to foster 
economic prosperity and remove blight from our city.  As 
2012 draws to a close, I am happy to report that after two 
years of fiscal responsibility, we are moving into a period 
of recovery and growth.  

   This was also the year that our town really began to 
see activity up and down the Pearl Road 
corridor.     I’m sure you have all noticed 
the beautiful Colombo Park near the 
corner of Pearl and Stumph Roads - just 
down the street from the new world 
headquarters of Drifter  Sport and 
Travel Bag.  We will soon be welcoming 
a Family Care (medical) Center to be 
located across the street from St. John 
Bosco Church. The Parma Heights 
Big Creek Connector Trail, a grant-
funded joint project with the State of 
Ohio and the Metroparks, will soon be 
under construction in the Greenbrier Commons.  Check 
out our relocated and improved Community Garden, 
also found in the Greenbrier Commons.  We have seen 
an influx of businesses moving into our community and 
current businesses, like the Greenbrier Retirement Center 
and ClubHouse Pub & Grille undertaking expansion 
and improvement projects both inside and outside their 
properties.  

     In fact, the second annual Take A Look At Parma 
Heights magazine focused on our businesses.  I personally 
want to acknowledge and congratulate the following 
businesses that were not only founded in Parma Heights, 
but are also celebrating major milestones, and 

continue to call Parma Heights home: 
The Whip (72 years), Litt’s Plumbing 
(60 years), Jerry Kuhn’s Kwik Car 
Wash (59 years), Yorktown Bowling 
Lanes (53 years), ABC Rental Center 
(45 years) Koler Financial (40 years), 
Yorktown Automotive (40 years), 
Parma Heights Beauty Salon (48 
years), and Rad Air (37 years). 

      Finally, after careful consideration and planning, 
construction of the community-funded  Police and 
Firefighters 9/11 Memorial is underway near the firehouse.  
Many thanks go out to those who made donations and 
to our partners who volunteered their time, expertise 
and talents to construct this extraordinary monument: 
members of Bricklayers Local No. 5, Iron Workers Local 
No. 17 and Laborers Local No. 310.         

   IN THIS ISSUE:
THE GRANT PROCESS

     Grants play a significant role in 
the development of our community, 
especially now with the cutting 
of local government funding and 
elimination of local distribution of 
estate taxes by the State of Ohio as 
well as reductions in property values.  

   All grants have strict guidelines, 
are highly competitive, have different 

f u n d i n g intervals   and are set up to fund specific 
categories such as parks, recreation, development, or 
roadways.  Grants often have eligibility-based population 
requirements and most restrict the amount of money a 
community qualifies for and how often it may apply.  

   In response to your questions regarding the awarding 
of grants and the use of grant monies, Community & 
Economic Development Director Joseph E. Sebes sheds 
some additional light on the intricate, competitive grant 
process on page 3 of this newsletter.

STORM FLOODING UPDATE
      It has been another year of extreme weather in Northeast 
Ohio.  After a hot and arid summer, it looks as if we will 
see a very wet fall and winter.  

  We are continuing to take steps to help reduce the 
potential of flooding issues within our city as evidenced by 
the near-completion of the relining of the sewers.  On page 
5, City Engineer Dan Neff shares what the city is doing, 
and has done, regarding this important issue.



AUTOMATED REFUSE/RECYCLING 
COLLECTION

    The new Automated Refuse/Recycling Collection Program 
has been in place for over six months.  After the anticipated 
initial adjustment, I am happy to report that pick-up is going 
along smoothly.  I am also excited about the considerable 
increase in our recycling numbers following the switch 
to automated pick up: recycled tonnage has soared 
from a reported 170.83 tons in September of 2011 
to 584.44 tons in September 2012.  Our municipal 
solid waste totals have decreased over 1,500 tons 
from Dec-Apr 2011 to 2012.  THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR PARTICIPATION...KEEP RECYCLING!

 As promised at our introductory Automated Collection 
Town Hall meetings, we will be having a follow-up 
meeting at the Cassidy Theatre in the Greenbrier 
Commons on Thursday, November 15th at 7:00 p.m.  

  You can take your recycling efforts to an even greater level 
by bringing your cans to the Fire Department (entrance 
closest to Notabene) where they are being collected (sign 
will be posted) to fund the Burn House for fire safety 
training.  Additionally, we will be hosting a composting 
seminar this spring so you can learn how to compost 
properly in your own backyard.

  HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

 In closing, I wish all of you a healthy, happy holiday 
season, and invite you to join your neighbors at our annual 
Greenbrier Commons Tree Lighting Ceremony and Visit 
with Santa scheduled for Sunday, Dec. 2nd at 5:00 p.m. 

Mayor Michael P. Byrne
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Service Department  

GREEN REFUSE & RECYCLING PROGRAM

The Automated Refuse/Recycling Collection Program 
began this past April.  All residential dwellings received: 
 w  a blue refuse cart and a green recycle cart
 w  information on the new program’s regulations  
New residents should contact Mayor Byrne’s office at 
440.884.9600 x15 for a Welcome Packet; and Republic 
Services directly at 1.800.433.1309 to arrange for delivery 
of their carts.  Owners of rental property are asked to please 
remind tenants of the new program’s regulations and to 
instruct new tenants to contact the Service Department 
with any questions.  

We would like to express our appreciation for your patience 
and cooperation during this transition.  

Refuse & Recycling Reminders:

Saturday Refuse Drop-offs at the Service Garage will 
continue to be available on the second and fourth Saturdays 
of the month from 9:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m. through the 
end of January.  The last weekend drop-off will be January 
26, 2013.  

Saturday Refuse Drop-Offs will resume in April 2013.  

Storage of Carts – All refuse, recycling, and any carts or 
cans used for this purpose are required to be stored out of 
view from the street and adjoining property owners.  

Christmas Tree Disposal – Trees may be placed out on 
the curb for pick-up for composting on your regular refuse 
day during the weeks of January 7 & January 14, 2013.  
Bagged trees will not be accepted.  

COMMUNITY SHRED EVENT
Saturday, November 10th at the Service Garage 

6184 Pearl Road in the Greenbrier Commons
from 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

Proof of residency is required.

Thank you for your participation in this year’s Special 
Waste Collection Events!  Please be sure to watch upcoming 
newsletters and the city website for the 2013 events.  For 
more information on specific recycling items, visit the city 
website and the Cuyahoga County Solid Waste District’s 
website at www.cuyahogaswd.org or contact the Service 
Department at 440.884.9607.

LEAF COLLECTION

 The 2012 Fall Leaf Collection Program has begun.   

w Signs will be posted in your neighborhood as notification 
that pick-up should occur within the next week.  

w Please have your leaves brought to the curb in a timely 
fashion once the signs have been posted.  Although it is 
our intent that leaf removal will occur sometime during the 
week following sign posting, we ask for your patience in 
the event of unforeseen problems, such as break downs or 
weather events that may delay the leaf removal process.  

w The Service Department strives to pick up as many 
leaves as possible before snowfall.  Your cooperation and 
understanding are greatly appreciated.  

Please remember that you are not permitted to 
put leaves in the street.  Our workers are instructed 
NOT to pick up leaves that are piled in the street.  Any 
person piling leaves in the street is violating City Ordinance 
965.08.  Violation of this Ordinance could result in a 
citation.  Additionally, leaves that are mixed with grass, 
sticks, and other debris will not be picked up.  This debris 
will cause damage to the equipment used for leaf pick-up.

The website will be updated frequently with information 



-3- Mayor Byrne’s Cityview

 Economic Development Department 

GRANT BASICS

In addition to the guidelines mentioned by Mayor Byrne; 
when assembling a project, we must first look for grants 
that fit our community and needs, while additionally 
taking into consideration  whether  we must provide  
cash or an “in kind” percentage of the total project cost 
in order to qualify. Collaboration and “bundling” grants 
along with private/public partnerships are effective tools 
in assembling funding for large projects.  The city has used 
this approach successfully over the years.  Here are a few 
examples:

w The recently-awarded Parma Heights Big Creek Connector 
Project scheduled to begin in the spring of 2013 in the 
Greenbrier Commons, involved regional collaboration by 
the State, County, Metroparks and Parma Heights, who all 
worked together to access available project funding for a 
combined project total of $320,000.  

regarding weekly scheduling of leaf pick-up.  Residents 
may also contact the Service Department at 440.884.9607 
if there are any questions.

Until November 30th, leaves may also be placed out for 
pick up by Republic Services Yard Waste crews. These 
leaves must be placed either in a can marked 
“YARD WASTE” or bagged in brown paper yard 
waste bags.  The leaves will be removed by Republic 
Services and taken to a composting facility.  Leaves that 
are placed out in plastic bags will NOT be accepted 
by either Republic Services or the City of Parma 
Heights’ crews.

SNOW REMOVAL

Snow removal on our streets will continue to be prompt 
and efficient.  Main streets will be plowed first and then the 
neighborhood streets.  When the snow exceeds 2” a snow 
parking ban will go into effect.  The ban prohibits on-street 
parking and will be strictly enforced by safety personnel.

SNOW REMOVAL CONTRACTOR LICENSE

All snowplow operators must be properly registered with 
the Service Department. Snowplow operators can obtain 
their registration at the Service Department located in the 
lower level of the Cassidy Theater, 6200 Pearl Road in the 
Greenbrier Commons. We encourage all residents hiring a 
snow removal contractor to verify that he/she is properly 
licensed with the city and is aware of snow removal 
regulations.

w The Colombo Park Project near the corner of Pearl and 
Stumph Roads is the result of a public/private partnership 
involving property owner Margaret Colombo of Colombo 
Enterprises, a Cuyahoga 
County Department of 
Development (CDBG) 
Grant, US EPA Brownfield 
Program money and the 
city.  The land acquisition 
was eligible for CDBG 
funding because the 
parcel met the guidelines requiring its location in a  
HUD-designated “Improvement Target” and  LMI (low-
moderate income) area, plus it fell into the list of project 
types the grant would fund.  The park is a private donation 
by Mrs. Colombo in memory of her late husband, Charles 
Colombo.

w The 2011 Radlick Park Reconstruction Project was made 
possible through a combination of CDBG money, a grant 
from Lowe’s, donations from Petitti’s  and local residents, 
and the help of the Parma City School District. 

w The Ackley Boulevard Reconstruction is a good example 
of the necessity to do a project in stages because of a 
grantor (in this case CDBG) limiting the amount of funding 
a community qualifies for in a specific category in a grant 
period.

w In 2009, Parma Park Boulevard was reconstructed via 
a combination of Cleveland Division of Water Funds, 
Stimulus Funds and CDBG funds totaling over $1 million 
dollars.  

As these examples illustrate, our goal is to assemble and 
complete projects with as little, or no, city funds as possible 
by utilizing grants and building partnerships with agencies 
and private entities.

CUYAHOGA COUNTY STOREFRONT 
RENOVATION REBATE PROGRAM

This program is now in full swing for qualifying exterior 
updates to commercial properties! Rebates up to 50% are 
available on projects with a maximum cost of $38,000.  
Please keep in mind that any improvements already 
underway are not eligible. 

Dennis Patten, Director  
440.884.9607

Joseph E. Sebes, Director 
 440.884.9600 x32

www.ohioauditor.gov
Ohio Auditor of State w Special Investigations Unit

88 East Broad Street w P.O. Box 1140
Columbus, Ohio  43215

STATE AUDITOR FRAUD 
HOTLINE: 1-866-372-8364

Report Fraud in Government.



TREE LIGHTING, 
CAROLING,

& 
VISIT WITH 

SANTA

Sunday, 
December 2nd

5:00 p.m.
in the

Greenbrier 
Commons

Recreation Department    Public Safety Department  

Our CodeRED WEATHER WARNING and 
Emergency Communication Program is up and 
operating.  To sign up and receive a phone call, 

text or e-mail notification in the event of a tornado, 
flood, severe storm warning, emergency or to get 
vital community information, you can either visit 

our website at www.parmaheightsoh.gov and 
click on the CodeRED icon or call our 

Safety Department at 440.884.9600 x37

I hope everyone had a great summer!  2012 was our third 
year for flag football and students in second to fifth grade 
were able to participate.  We had a great season and have 
increased the number of teams from five (5) in 2011 to 
eight (8) in 2012.  This season we offered sponsors an 
opportunity to back a team and all of the available spots 
were quickly filled.  Our Flag Football Supervisor, Mark 
Davis, also started a weekly newsletter with highlights of 
each game that was enjoyed by players, participants and 
sponsors alike.  We look forward to seeing you next season!

New this year is an OPEN SWIM at Valley Forge High 
School on Thursdays from 7-9 p.m. beginning November 
1st through March 28th; the only exceptions to these dates 
are Nov. 22, Dec. 12 & 27.  You must be a Parma Hts. 
resident (proof of residency is required) and there is no 
cost for this program.  Children 12 years and younger 
must be accompanied by an adult (18 years or older) at all 
times.  Make this your family fun night!  

In December, the Cassidy Theatre is presenting two 
shows. “Rented Christmas-The Musical” will be performed 
November 30th through December 16th on Fridays and 
Saturdays at 8:00 p.m. and Sundays at 3:00 p.m.  The 
Singing Angels Christmas Concert will be December 10th 
at 7:30 p.m.   “Funny Girl” will come to the stage Feb. 
8-Feb. 24, 2013.  

Tickets are $20 for adults and $15 for students/seniors. 
Detailed information is available by calling the box office 
at 440.842.4600 or visit www.cassidytheatre.com. 

For current program updates visit our city website at www.
parmaheightsoh.gov, contact us at 440.884.9600 x37, or 
e-mail recreation@parmaheightsoh.gov. 

POLICE DEPARTMENT
w Two recently hired police officers began their Ohio State   
    Police Academy training August 29th and will be gradu-
    ating in December, 2012. 
w Patrolman Michael Luzniak was promoted to the rank
    of Sergeant and sworn in by Mayor Byrne on October 
    22, 2012.
w The Police Department was recently recognized for 
    their outstanding performance in working with domes-
    tic violence victims.

FIRE DEPARTMENT
w At the September 24, 2012 Council meeting Mayor 
    Byrne administered the official oath of office to new 
    Firefighter/Paramedics Daniel Kost, Daniel Jedlicka & 
    David Kaszar.
w Mayor Byrne also administered the oath of office to  
    John Braskie at the May 14th Council meeting, making 
    this 17-year-veteran our newest lieutenant.

Mayor Byrne’s Cityview-4-

     Please remind your family, friends and neighbors to 
     do the same.  Working smoke alarms save lives. Resi-
     dential fire deaths peak in winter so it’s critical to check
     and change your smoke alarms and carbon moxoxide
     detector batteries each and every fall.

w  WHEN YOU CHANGE YOUR CLOCKS  NOV.  4th,  
     BE SURE TO CHANGE THE BATTERIES IN YOUR   
     SMOKE AND CARBON MONOXIDE DETECTORS      

Tom Moran, Director
440.884.9600 x37

 Brent Collins, Director 
440.884.9600 x37



Engineering Department  

The following registered businesses 
were inadvertently omitted

 from the latest edition of our 
Take A Look At Parma Heights magazine:

David R. Beckman, DDS
Healthcare MCR

Hear Wright
Hill-Hauser Insurance

Jeanitas Dance & Actionwear
Jerry’s Tailor Shop

John M. Fifer DC
Ken Lear’s State Farm Insurance

Key Bank
Kidz R Kidz Childcare

Kingsdale Sunoco
Kmieck Management Group

SHOP LOCALLY!

-5-

ACKLEY ROAD RECONSTRUCTION

The Ackley Road Phase 2 Reconstruction was completed 
in August on budget and on schedule.  Thanks to very 
competitive pricing and help from Mayor Byrne and City 
Council, we were able to stretch taxpayer dollars and 
extend the project’s limits by almost another 100 feet.

STUMPH ROAD RECONSTRUCTION

The Stumph Road Reconstruction project was also wrapped 
up on budget and just ahead of schedule.  We wish to thank  
the contractor, Fabrizi Trucking and Paving Company, and 
the Department of Public Works for their help in making 
this a very successful project.

SNOW ROAD RECONSTRUCTION

With the help of State, County and local funding, the 
reconstruction of Snow Road from Ridge Road to West 130th 
is scheduled to go out for bids in the spring of 2013, with 
construction to start shortly thereafter.  It is estimated that 
the construction schedule will have the project wrapped-
up by mid-year 2014.

NORTH CHURCH BRIDGE REPLACEMENT

We have received a grant from the Ohio Department of 
Transportation (ODOT) to replace the aging North Church 
bridge over the Brandywine Creek.  Design has begun, and 
construction is scheduled for early 2014.

STORM AND SANITARY SEWER UPDATES

The Mayor and Council made a commitment to increase 
maintenance on the storm and sanitary sewers to help 
prevent a reoccurrence of the flooding many residents 
experienced in the summer of 2011.  With the assistance 
of the Department of Public Works, we have cleaned and 
televised more sewers in 2012 than in years past and have 
made numerous repairs along the way.  With the use of 
grant funding, we are relining sanitary sewers to reduce 
storm water infiltration, which is a primary cause of 
sanitary backups.  We have also increased our efforts to 
clean and repair catch basins throughout the city to help 
keep our storm systems operating properly.  You can be of 
further assistance by making sure leaves and other debris 
are cleared from sewers and catch basins in front of your 
property.

Mayor Byrne’s Cityview

 Dan Neff, City Engineer

Recently registered businesses:
Anello Body Fitness

Helping Hurting Hearts Casket Co.
Ingelbong Sisson

Thomas & Thomas Attorneys 
& Counselors at Law

HOLIDAY REFUSE & RECYCLING 
Schedule 2012-13

VETERAN’S DAY
Monday, November 12, 2013 

 NO DELAY

THANKSGIVING DAY 
Thursday, November 22, 2012  

Thursday & Friday pick-up delayed one day 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
Tuesday, December 25, 2012 

Delayed one day through entire week 
*Christmas Trees may be placed out 

for pick-up (to be composted) the weeks of 
January 7  & January 14, 2013

NEW YEAR’S DAY
 Tuesday, January 1, 2013  

Delayed one day through entire week

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR DAY  
Monday, January 21, 2013 

NO DELAY

PRESIDENT’S DAY
Monday, February 18, 2013 

 NO DELAY
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REFUSE COLLECTION/
 RECYCLING UPDATE MEETING

Thursday, November 15th
7:00 p.m.

Cassidy Theatre

Like our Facebook page to 
get valuable updates and

 information or visit 
our website at:

 www.parmaheightsoh.gov

L-R: JoAnn Koch, Robert Verdile,  Jim McCall, 
Marie Gallo, Mayor Mike Byrne, Anthony Stavole, 

Ralph Kolasinski, Lesley DeSouza

When you visit our 
website, sign-up for 

valuable coupons from 
local businesses

**Parma Heights is a Fair Housing community**

Mayor’s Office: 440.884.9600 x15
mayorsoffice@parmaheightsoh.gov

City Council: 440.884.9600 x35
council@parmaheightsoh.gov


